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Davis: The Alagon, Punon Rostro, and Vargas Grants

THE ALAGON, PUNON ROSTRO, AND
VARGAS LAND GRANTS
by T. F REDERICK DAVIS

In the year 1803, when public attention was
directed to the question of our right of deposit at
New Orleans, the United States House of Representatives appointed a committee to report upon certain
matters, including the advisability of annexing
Spanish East and West Florida to the United States.
The report of this committee concluded: “If we look
forward to the free use of the Mississippi, the
Mobile, the Apalachicola, and the other rivers of
the west, by ourselves and our posterity, NewOrleans and the Floridas must become a part of the
U. States, either by purchase or by conquest.” This
was notice to Spain of our future policy towards her
-and this policy never varied until the accomplishment of the desired end through a series of events
that were sometimes tainted with injustice to Spain.
The Patriot War or rebellion in East Florida
(1812-13), Andrew Jackson’s occupation of Pensacola (1814), MacGregor’s invasion of East Florida
(1817), followed by the occupation of Amelia Island
on the northeast border of East Florida by United
States troops in December 1817, were steps in the
design of the United States to obtain possession of
the Floridas. Spain could do little more than view
these military activities with alarm. Her South
American colonies were in revolt. Conditions at
Note - This is one of the Pioneer Florida series of historical
sketches from contemporaneous sources, beginning in the
October 1943 issue of this Quarterly. Except where noted
the source of this article is the current issues of Niles' Weekly
Register, published at Baltimore, and sometimes called the
semi-official organ of the United States government in that
period. Hezakiah Niles, historian and author, published all
of the official documents of the time, and many more; and
in carefully prepared editorials presented, as me might say,
the “human side” of affairs.
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home were far from good. She was fully aware that
should the United States decide to move in openly
and seize the Floridas by force, she was too weak to
successfully combat it.
Luis de Onis, Spanish representative at Washington, had for some time bombarded our State Department with protests against illegal armaments
organized in the United States for attack upon
Spanish possessions. These protests were either
ignored or sidestepped. Onis filed a vigorous protest against the United States occupation of Amelia
Island in December 1817. In answer, John Quincy
Adams, our Secretary of State, in a long letter to
Onis, dated January 16, 1818, touched upon the
previous protests of Onis and went fully into the
matter in hand. He explained that MacGregor’s
government had been succeeded by a piratical establishment dangerous alike to the interests of Spain
and the United States, and since Spain was unable
to break it up, the United States had decided to do
so. The letter was carefully and adroitly worded,
but carried a dictatorial tone. Adams suggested that
Spain cede Florida to the United States and thereby
rid herself of all of the troubles it was causing her;
he enclosed a draft of a treaty that would be acceptable to the United States.
Onis replied to Adams on January 24, likewise
-with a lengthy recital, setting forth the impossibility
of any such thing as a cession upon any such terms
as proposed by Adams, and offered a counter proposal. There followed an exchange of notes between
the two, each parrying, until an agreement on broad
principles was in sight. At this stage, Andrew Jackson again swept into Florida (March 1818), and
these preliminary negotiations came to an abrupt
end. Rather shady explanations of Jackson’s purpose and conduct were communicated to Onis to be
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forwarded to Spain, where they were considered
acceptable; and the negotiations for the cession of
the Floridas were resumed in earnest in October
1818. After more than four months of tedious bickering, Adams and Onis concluded a treaty of
“Amity, Settlement and Limits”, by which the
United States eventually acquired Florida east of
the Perdido river, without paying Spain a dollar for
it. 1 The treaty was dated February 22, 1819, but it
was exactly two years later that it became effective.
The title of this article indicates one of the most
important factors contributing to the two years’
delay. In order to trace it out we must begin with
the Amelia Island occupation by the United States
in December, 1817.
It could have been a coincidence, but the chances
are that Ferdinand VII, King of Spain, had received
intelligence of the occupation of Amelia Island by
the United States and jumped to the conclusion that
this was the beginning of a purposed conquest of
Florida - and he had many reasons for thinking so.
To complicate the situation and embarrass the
United States, and at the same time erect a facesaving shield for himself, Ferdinand forthwith made
vast grants of land in both Floridas to three of his
favorites, the Duke of Alagon, the Count of Punon
1. The treaty provided that all national claims, one country
against the other, should be cancelled flat. The United States
guaranteed the payment of certain private claims of its
citizens against Spain, to an amount not exceeding $5,000,000;
these were largely commercial claims or contracts, and in
the final awards three-fourths of the total amount went to
merchants and underwriters in Philadelphia, Boston, and
Baltimore. By August, 1824, all claims under the treaty
had been liquidated or provided for, amounting to $5,000,000,
less some $200,000 deducted by the government for delinquent
customs bonds and fees. Though they were not Floridian,
Florida herself indirectly paid these claims through the sale
of her lands. This was the only monetary provision of the
treaty. Strictly speaking, the United States did not purchase
Florida, they acquired it.
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Rostro, and Don Pedro de Vargas, with the evident
intention and perhaps belief that these grants, together with those made previously throughout the
years, would establish the whole of Florida in private title. It seems to have been a spontaneous act
of revenge, the aftermath of which caused the United
States a great deal of uncertainty and worry, and
doubtless furnished Ferdinand an opportunity to
rub his hands and chuckle with glee.
Under date of February 10, 1818, our minister to
Spain, George W. Erving, reported that the King
of Spain had lately made large grants of land in
Florida to several of his favorites, and took the
occasion to remark, “This is perhaps his mode of
preparing for a cheap cession of the territory to the
United States”. On February 26 Erving forwarded
to Washington extracts of the Alagon and Punon
Rostro grants, and on April 5 forwarded what was
purported to be a full copy of the Vargas grant,
dated March 10, 1818. This information was not
official, and apparently was derived from “silent”
sources. Secretary Adams ordered Erving to make
every effort to bring about the cancellation of these
grants. In this Erving was unsuccessful, but he
secured a restriction upon the grants that the lands
should not be sold. When news of the Jackson invasion reached the King, he rescinded these restrictions, leaving the situation as it was in the
beginning.
With the resumption of the negotiations for the
cession of the Floridas in October 1818, the question
of the large land grants entered the discussions
immediately. It was agreed that they should be cancelled by an article in the pending treaty. The matter
of their dates now became involved. Adams was not
satisfied with the information forwarded by Erving,
considering its source unofficial and possibly un-
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trustworthy. Onis did not possess certified copies
of the grants, but said he was sure they were made
subsequently to January 24, 1818. To send to Spain
and get back certified copies of the grants would require the better part of two months, and as all other
points had been settled, Adams accepted the date
January 24, 1818 2 as the voiding date of land grants
in Florida; that is, all grants of land made by Spain
after January 24, 1818, were to be null and void. The
treaty was signed February 22, approved by Congress February 24, and ratified by President Monroe February 25, 1819.
Figuratively, the ink of President Monroe’s signature had hardly become dry when someone started
a rumor that the three large land grants were
actually made January 23, 1818, and therefore were
not voided by the treaty. Adams, plainly nervous and
worried, took the matter up at once. The story can
be satisfactorily told in a brief of the communications on the subject, 3 written by:
John Quincy Adams, U. S. Secretary of State
John Forsyth, U. S. Minister to Spain (successor
to Erving)
Luis de Onis, Spanish Minister at Washington
G. Hyde de Neuville, French Minister to U. S.
(proxy for Onis at times)
Casa Yrujo, Spanish Secretary of State
Manuel Gonzales Salmon, Spanish Act'g. Secretary of State
San Fernando y Quiroga, Spanish Secretary of
State
2. Article 8 of the treaty provided: “ . . . . All grants [of land]
made since the said 24th of January., 1818, when the first
proposal, on the part of His Catholic Majesty, for the cession
of the Floridas was made, are hereby declared and agreed
to be null and void.” This note will explain why January
24th was selected as the date.
3. See also: Onis, Memoir upon the Negotiations between Spain
and the United States Which Led to the Treaty of 1819.
Washington, 1821.
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Francisco Dionisio Vives, Special Spanish Envoy to Washington (successor to Onis)
Adams to Onis, March 10, 1819. Wishes to verify
specifically the stipulation in Article 8 of the treaty
as to the voiding of the large land grants; states
that the date of the Alagon grant is not definitely
known, but was supposed in the negotiations to be
subsequent to January 24, 1818; asks Onis to certify
his agreement on the point. Onis replied the same
day expressing the same opinion as Adams. (Some
time afterwards Onis returned to Spain “on account
of ill health.’’)
Adams to Forsyth, March 10, 1819. Encloses a
copy of Onis’s note of even date, regarding the date
of the Alagon grant, to be delivered to the Spanish
Secretary of State should any question arise on this
point.
Adams to Neuville, March 17, 1819. Asks for his
impression concerning the 8th article of the treaty,
whether all parties concerned with its preparation
understood and believed that the three large grants
of land were made subsequently to January 24,
1818; states that there are current rumors that these
grants were actually made January 23, 1818.
Neuville answered the next day, agreeing with
Adams that all parties understood and agreed that
the 8th Article would void the three large land
grants.
Forsyth to Yrujo, May 19, 1819. Has the treaty
in hand and is ready for the exchange of
ratifications.
Forsyth to Yrujo, June 4, 1819. Urges promptness in the exchange of ratifications.
Salmon to Forsyth, June 19, 1819. Replies to
notes of May 19 and June 4. States that the King
“ . . . on reflecting on the great importance and
interest of the treaty in question, he is under the
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indispensable necessity of examining it with the
greatest caution and deliberation before he proceeds
to ratify it.”
Forsyth to Salmon, June 21, 1819. In straight,
business-like American fashion, replies to Salmon’s
note, with expressions as to why the King should
ratify the treaty.
Salmon to Forsyth, August 10, 1819. The King
is greatly offended by the undiplomatic approach of
Forsyth in his letter of June 21, and is considering
the dispatch to Washington of a special envoy to
discuss several subjects that have been created
requiring explanation by the United States.
Forsyth to Salmon, August 12, 1819. Apologizes
for giving offense in his letter of June 21, and says
it was not intentional.
Salmon to Forsyth, August 19, 1819. The King
will dispatch a special envoy to Washington to discuss certain questions that have arisen in the course
of the recent exchanges, and from other sources;
does not specify the questions. (It is patent that the
King was stalling.)
Article 16 of the treaty provided: “The present
treaty shall be ratified in due form by the contracting parties, and the ratifications shall be exchanged
in six months from this time, or sooner if possible.”
President Monroe ratified it February 25, 1819. In
any construction of the limiting clause, Spain’s ratification was required not later than August 25th, to
make it valid. The limit expired without Spain’s
ratification and therefore the treaty became null
and void. It cannot be supposed that Ferdinand did
not realize this. He used the disturbance over the
land grants as a pretext for the delay that voided
the treaty, in the hope that Spain might yet derive
some advantage from the discussions that were sure
to follow, notwithstanding the danger that the

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol25/iss2/4

8

Davis: The Alagon, Punon Rostro, and Vargas Grants
SPANISH GRANTS

183

United States might seize Florida without further
ado.
Forsyth to Quiroga, October 2, 1819. States that
although the time provision for the ratification of
the treaty had expired, the United States will agree
to accept the treaty, provided it be ratified by Spain
at once, along with a specific annullment of the land
grants to Alagon, Punon Rostro, and Vargas.
Quiroga to Forsyth, October 8, 1819. Replies to
Forsyth’s letter of the 2nd; evades a definite
answer as to the land grants.
Forsyth to Quiroga, October 18, 1819. Strong
note, which Quiroga returned to Forsyth November
12, as “. . . repugnant to the delicacy and attention
which are peculiar to, and invariably observed in
diplomatic communications.” Authentic copies of
the large land grants in Florida, requested by Forsyth, were refused.
In the President’s message to Congress, December 7, 1819: Spain's present objections to ratifying
the treaty are the required nullification of the three
large land grants; and the sponsoring by the United
States of an expedition against Texas, which he
explains.
Adams to William Lowndes (chairman of H. R.
committee on foreign relations) December 16, 1819.
Further information on the subject of Spain’s failure to ratify the Florida treaty: apprehension of the
Spanish cabinet that if the treaty were ratified, the
United States would immediately recognize the independence of one or more of the revolting South
American republics.
Quiroga to Forsyth, December 16, 1819. The King
has appointed the Marechal de Camp, Don Francisco
Dionisio Vives, envoy to proceed to Washington
with full authority to settle the disputed points con-
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cerning the Florida treaty. (Vives arrived in
Washington April 9, 1820.)
Congress-H. R. March 8, 1820. A bill was introduced to authorize and require the President to take
possession of and occupy East and West Florida,
because of the long delay of Spain to do justice to
the United States, and the want of hope of an amicable negotiation. (On March 27th, the President
sent a special message to Congress advising postponement of action on the bill until next session.)
Vives presented his credentials, and opened correspondence with Adams, April 14, 1820. The sum
and substance of the exchange of notes is indicated
in Adams’s letter to Vives, May 3, 1820: The
United States are in no wise responsible for the
hostile expeditions against Spanish dominions in
America; the United States can contract no engagement not to form relations with the South American
colonies; repeats what has already been fully explained concerning the interpretation of Article 8,
voiding the land grants of Alagon, Punon Rostro,
and Vargas.
Vives to Adams, May 5, 1820. Considers all
points satisfactorily explained, except as to the
recognition of the revolting colonies of Spain; will
submit this question to the King, and asks the indulgence of the United States until a reply is received.
Message of the President to Congress, November
14, 1820. States that the Spanish Cortes has decided
the question of the Florida treaty and its decision
is daily expected.
Upon the advice of the Cortes, Ferdinand ratified the treaty without change, October 24, 1820.
The precise date of its arrival in Washington is not
known with certainty, but is presumed to have been
received sometime in February, 1821. By and with
the advice and consent of the Senate, President
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Monroe again ratified the treaty February 22, 1821,
two years to the day after its date, both dates being
the anniversary of George Washington’s birth. 4
Adams’s two years of worry as to the dates of
the large land grants was now ended, doubtless much
to his satisfaction and relief. With the treaty Ferdinand sent certified copies of the three grants, which
carried the dates: Alagon, February 6; Punon
Rostro, February 6; Vargas, April 9, 1818. The
certified copies of these famous Florida land grants
follow in full, in translation. 5
T HE A LAGON G RANT
[To] My governor and captain general of the island of Cuba
and its dependencies: the duke of Alagon baron de Espes, has
manifested to me, on the twelfth of July last as follows: “Sire:The duke of Alagon baron de Espes, captain of your majesty’s
royal body guards, with the greatest respect, exposes - that, it
being the interest of the crown that the uncultivated lands
should be given to great capitalists, in order that they may be
peopled and cultivated, from which flow the advantages pointed
out and advised by all politicians, and by means of which much
or nearly the most of the fertile soil of the Floridas has been
discovered, and it being a right of your majesty, as absolute
lord, to distribute them for the benefit of agriculture, and in
reward and recompence of the eminent services which have been
rendered to your majesty and your whole kingdom; being desirous of deserving those marks of the value of his magnanimous courage, and of contributing as far as possible to fulfill
the designs of population, so interesting to the commonweal, he
humbly requests your majesty, that you would deign to grant
him all the uncultivated land not ceded in East Florida, which
lies between the rivers St. Lucia and Saint John, as far as the
mouths by which they empty themselves into the sea and the
coast of the Gulf of Florida, and the adjacent islands, with the
mouth of the river Hijuelos, in the twenty-sixth degree of latitude, following the left bank up to its source, drawing a line
from lake Macaco. then descending by the way of the river
Saint John to the lake Valdes, crossing by another line from the
extreme north of said lake to the source of the river Amarima,
4. The date was selected by Onis (in 1819) as he says (op. cit.,
p. 141) “ . . . making choice of that day as being most sacred
to the Anglo-Americans, on account of its being the birth
day of the founder of their Republick, Washington.’’
5. An unabridged copy of the treaty, together with the three
land grants and the accompanying papers and certificates, will
be found in Niles' Weekly Register, XX, March 17, 1821,
pp. 39-44.
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following its right bank as far as its mouth, in the twenty-eighth
or twenty-fifth [sic.] degree of latitude, and running along the
sea coast, with6 all the adjacent islands, up to the mouth of the
river Hijuelos, in full property to himself and his heirs; allowing them also to import negroes, for the labor and cultivation
of the lands free of duties: a gift which I hope to obtain from
your majesty’s innate goodness.”
Having taken the premises into consideration, and bearing
in mind the distinguished merit of the memorialist, and his
signal zeal for my royal service, as well as the benefits to be
derived by the state from an increase in population in the countries the cession whereof he has solicited, I have judged fit to
grant him the same, in so far as is conformable to the laws of
these my kingdoms; and to make it known to my council of the
Indies, for its due execution, by a royal order of the seventeenth
of December in the year aforementioned. Wherfore, I charge and
command you, by this my royal cedula, with due observance of
the laws to such cases pertaining, to give full and effectual aid
to the execution of the said cession, taking all requisite measures
for its accomplishment, without injury to a third party; and in
order that the said duke of Alagon may forthwith carry his
plans into execution, in conformity with my beneficient desires
in favor of the agriculture and commerce of the said territories,
which require a population proportioned to the fertility of the
soil and the defence and security of the coasts, he giving regular
accounts of his proceedings, it being understood that the introduction of negroes, which the same cession comprehends, ought
as far as relates to the traffic in them, to be subject to the regulations prescribed, by my royal cedula of the nineteenth of
December last, for such is my will; and that due note be taken
of the present cedula in the office of accountant general of the
Indies.
Dated at the Palace, the 6th of February, one thousand eight
hundred and eighteen.
I, The King

Early United States maps and other sources indicate variously the river Amarima, Amanima,
Amaxura, Amaruja, all easily identified as the present Withlacoochee. River Hijuelos was Yonge’s
River, below Cape Romano. Lake Macaco was Lake
Okeechobee. Lake Valdes was Lake Monroe. Gulf of
Florida was the sea between Florida and the upper
Bahamas.
It appears that Alagon actually made an attempt
to claim his property. In the summer of 1818, two of
his agents, Nicolas Garrido and Antonio Cuartero,
arrived in St. Augustine from Spain, opened an
6. Italic for emphasis. Not in original.
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office, and proceeded to examine all grants for the
purpose of making a register. Governor Coppinger
gave them free access to the papers. The agents
were in St. Augustine several months. 7
THE PUNON R OSTRO GRANT
[To] My governor and captain general of the island of Cuba
and its dependencies: The brigadier the count of Punon Rostro
submitted to me on the third of November last, what follows:
“Sire-The brigadier the count of Punon Rostro, grandee of
Spain of the first class, and your gentleman of the bed chamber
in actual attendance &c, &c, throws himself at your majesty’s
royal feet with the most profound respect, and submits to your
majesty: That, prompted by the desire of promoting, by all
possible means, the improvement of the extensive waste and
unsettled lands possessed by your majesty in the Americas,
which, by their fertility offer the greatest advantages, not only
to your memorialist, but to the state, provided due effect, as is
hoped, be given to the noble project formed by your majesty’s
memorialist of concerting a small portion of those deserts into
the abode of peaceable christians and industrious inhabitants,
who will increase the population of your kingdom, promote agriculture and commerce, and thereby add immensely to your royal
revenues. This enterprise should be conducted by a person, who,
with a knowledge of the country, would combine the intelligence
necessary for comparing the progress by other nations in similar
institutions, and particularly by the United States, which within
a very recent period, have advanced their power to an extraordinary height, and especially in the instance of the Mobile
country, adjoining Florida, which, in the last six years, has
received such an influx of emigrants as to be converted from a
desert waste into a rich commercial province, and peopled with
more than three hundred thousand souls [sic.]. A similar change
would be effected in Florida within eighteen or twenty years,
by the adoption of judicious arrangements, and by those exertions which your majesty’s memorialist proposes to employ for
the promotion of his personal interest, and consequently that of
the state. Relying on the merits of the case, and the lively interest felt by your majesty in the national prosperity, and in
the services and sacrifices of your majesty’s memorialist, he
humbly requests your majesty that, taking them into consideration, you would be graciously pleased to grant and cede to him
in full right and property, and the mode and manner required
by law, all the waste lands not heretofore ceded in Florida, 8lying
between the river Perdido, westward of the Gulf of Mexico, and
the rivers Amaruja and St. Johns, from Popa to the point where
it empties into the ocean, for the eastern limit; and for the
northern, the boundary line of the United States; and, to the
7. Spanish Land Grants in Florida, Historical Records Survey,
III, p. 16; Niles’Weekly Register, Aug. 15, 1818.
8. Probably meaning “lying between the river Perdido and the
Gulf of Mexico, to the westward.”
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south, by the Gulf of Mexico, including the desert islands on the
coast. He therefore, humbly prays, in consideration of the
premises, and the unquestionable advantages to be derived by
the nation, your majesty will be pleased to grant this petition;
and, thereupon, direct the necessary orders to be given to the
local authorities to afford him all due aid and protection, as
well in designating the territory referred to, as in giving full
effect to the whole enterprise. All which he hopes from the
munificence of your majesty.”
Having taken the premises into consideration, and bearing
in mind the distinguished merits of the memorialist, and his
signal zeal for my royal service, as well as the benefits to be
derived by the state from an increase of population in the
countries, the cession whereof he has solicited, I have judged
fit to grant him the same, in so far as is conformable to the
laws of these my kingdoms, and to make it known to my council
of the Indies, for its due execution, by a royal order of the
seventeenth of December in the year aforementioned. Whereof,
I charge and command you, by this, my royal cedula, with due
observance of the laws to such cases pertaining, to give full and
due effect to the said cession, taking all requisite measures for
its accomplishment, without injury to any third party, and to
the end, that the said count of Punon Rostro may forthwith
carry his plans into execution, in conformity with my beneficent
desires in favor of the agriculture and commerce of the said
territories, which require a population proportioned to the fertility of the soil, and the defence and security of the coasts, he
giving regular accounts of his proceedings, for such is my will;
and that due note be taken of the present cedula in the office
of the accountant general of the Indies.
Dated at the Palace, the sixth day of February, one thousand
eight hundred and eighteen.

I, The King

This vast grant covered the whole of West Florida and extended eastward north of the Withlacoochee to the St. Johns river, and north of the St.
Johns to the ocean. From the records and other
sources examined, it does not appear that Punon
Rostro ever made a serious attempt to claim his
property. Perhaps “the gentleman of the bed
chamber’’saw the handwriting on the wall.
T HE V ARGAS G RANT
[To] My governor and captain general of the island of Cuba,
and its dependencies: under date of 25th January last, don
Pedro de Vargas, manifested to me as follows: “Sire: don
Pedro de Vargas, knight of the royal order of Alcantara, treasurer general of the royal house and patrimony of your majesty,
with the most profound respect, at your royal feet, exposesthat there is a quantity of vacant land in the territory of the
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Floridas, and desiring that, if your majesty shall deign to reward
his passable services, and the proofs he has given of his loyalty,
it may be without the least burthen on the public treasury, or
in prejudice of any third person, as may be done at present by
some lands of the country, he beseeches your majesty, that, by
an effect of your sovereign goodness, you would deign to him
the property of the land which lies comprised within the following limits, that is to say: From the mouth of the river Perdido,
and its bay in the Gulf of Mexico, following the sea coast to
ascend by the bay of Buen Socorro and of Mobile in its lower
part, and the bay of that name, returns by the sea coast towards the west; comprehending all the creeks, entries and islands adjacent, which may belong to Spain at the present time,
till it reached the west line of the United States, then returning
by their northern line, comprehending all the waste lands which
belong, or may belong to Spain, and are in dispute or reclamation with the United States, according to the tenor of the
treaties, and, also all the waste land not ceded to any other
individual, which is between the river Hijuelos, in East Florida,
and the river St. Lucia, drawing a line from the source of one
river to the source of the other, and following by the coast of
the Gulf of Mexico, from the mouth of the Hijuelos to the
point of Tancha 9 and doubling this, by the coast of the Gulf
of Florida to the mouth of the river St. Lucia, with the islands
and keys adjacent.”
Considering the contents of this exposition, and attending to
the merits of the individual, and his accredited zeal for my
royal service; as also to advantages to result to the state from
peopling the said countries, I have thought proper to acceed to
the favor which he solicits, in as far as it be not opposed to the
laws of these my kingdoms, and communicated it to my council
of the Indies, for its accomplishment, in a royal order of the
second of February last. Consequently, I recommend and charge
you, by this my royal cedula, that, conforming to the laws which
regulate in these affairs, and without prejudice to third persons, that you efficaciously aid the execution of the said grant,
taking all the measures which may conduce to its due effect, as
also to the augumentation of the population, agriculture and
commerce, of the aforesaid possessions, giving account from
time to time, of the progress made; for this is my will, and that
due notice shall be taken of this cedula in the office of the
accountant general of the Indies.
Dated at the Palace the ninth of April, one thousand eight
hundred and eighteen.
I, The King

Vargas, like Punon Rostro, seems to have abandoned the idea of promoting population, agriculture
and commerce, as his name does not appear in subsequent records.
9. Tancha is now Cape Sable.
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In the accompanying chart the boundary lines
are taken literally from the descriptions; that is, as
they would be surveyed now. Some of the points
mentioned in the grants were unknown to the Spaniards of that day; for instance, the source of the
Withlacoochee river, which they thought was northeast of its mouth. But one thing seems certain-that
the grants were intended to cover the whole of
Florida, and that the boundary line of one was the
abutting line of the other.

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol25/iss2/4
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